Friends of Cunningham Falls State Park and Gambrill State Park
Minutes

September 9, 2009, 7:00 p.m.

Gambrill Park Tea Room

Present:  Rick Canter (President); Dave Vogel (Vice President); Debbie Vogel (Treasurer);  Matthew Jaffe (Past President), Mary Miller (member), Gerald Harris (member); Steve Hough (member), Jim Williams (member), Tom Harbold (DNR); Cindy Ecker (DNR).
1. We went around the room with introductions.
2. President’s Report.  Rick thanked the Park for hosting the meeting in this lovely setting.  

Rick discussed the new Combined Federal Campaign (CFC) schedule which will no longer require us to rush to get our taxes done each winter to prepare our CFC submission.  This winter, we will simply use the figures from last year’s submission.  Rick also mentioned that the Friends are a more attractive non-profit to donate to in the CFC catalog with both a website name and minimal overhead.
3. Secretary’s Report.  Rick reported that Catherine was unable to attend the meeting tonight, but she did provide us with Minutes from our previous meeting, subject to revision and approval.  
4. Treasurer’s Report.  Debbie provided the report.  We have $23,591.56 in available funds.  Debbie detailed major expenses and contributions.  We debated the pros and cons of putting some of this money into an interest-bearing account over the winter.  This sounded unlikely; the Vogels offered to investigate our options.  Rick asked if there was a contribution made from the organizers of the Catoctin 50K race this year.  Cindy advised the Friends that this donation does not come on any firm schedule.  
5. Public Relations/Fund Raising.  Motion was approved to allocate up to $300 toward incidental expenses related to our autumn Public Relations schedule.  Motion was approved to allocate an unspecified amount of funds for the immediate reproduction of 1000 copies of our brochure. 

We hope to have the joint Park/Friends display available in time for the Frederick Fair which is only 9 days away.  Tom Harbold will work with the Friends to provide sufficient material for the display in short order.   The Park will coordinate the availability of the aviary birds and Naturalist with the Friends attendance at various events.

We discussed who could cover our table at each of this autumn’s events. 
The Frederick Fair is Sept. 18-26.  The Vogels are available the first weekend and perhaps the last Saturday. Rick is available 3 or 4 weekday evenings and may be available on Sept. 19.  Gerald is available on Sept. 26.  Mary Miller and Steve Hough may be available as well.  We decided that we can keep a donation jar as long as it is manned.  

The Vogels will attend In the Streets in Frederick on October 3.  The event begins at 10:30 am.
The Vogels, Rick and perhaps other members will be available for the Myersville Trolley Festival on October 17 and 18.  Set up is by 9:30 am, the event runs 10 am to 5 pm both days. 
A special Park event occurs on October 25 at 2 pm with the Sons of the American Revolution at the Catoctin Iron Furnace.  Andy Vecchio is leading this for the Park.  Gerald and Rick will be available to attend this event for the Friends.
Rick reported that Catherine Kelleher will attend the Statewide Volunteers meeting at North Point Park, near Baltimore, on November 21.
We briefly discussed how to get the word out to the public about our organization, most notably signs in the parks and brochures.  It was decided that we would no longer pursue a sign on the US 15 road frontage at the Manor Area.  The Park and Friends agreed to install the Friends brochure in the park bulletin boards.

6. Park needs.  Cindy requested two Stihl chainsaws to augment the Park’s aging chainsaw inventory.  Motion was approved to allocate up to $1500 for two new chainsaws and related safety equipment.

Cindy mentioned that the Park now has four rangers with the inclusion of their newest ranger, Jen Miller.  
An aside, it was sadly reported that the Park’s beloved bald eagle, “Cessna” had passed away prematurely.

7. Other.  No additional items were discussed.
8.
Our next meeting will be at the Manor Area Visitors Center at 7 pm on January 6, 2010.  This meeting will include the induction of 2010 Officers.
9.
The meeting adjourned at 8:25 pm.
